Talking Points on Developmental-Behavioral Screening

Current Detection Rates

· Early intervention is effective and saves society $13 for each $1 spent

· 70% of children with disabilities are not detected in primary care

· Only 2% - 4% of children between 0 – 5 are served in early intervention. The Center for Disease Control holds the prevalence to be 8%: twice that for school age children

· Informal detection methods are the cause of under-detection (e.g., checklists, informal questions to parents, key items on the Denver,  observation, etc.)

· The American Academy of Pediatrics and Medicaid EPSDT recommend validated screening at each well visit

Time and Expense

· Informal detection methods take time

· The Denver-II, a measure which over-detects and under-refers, takes 20 – 25 minutes and costs $40 or more in professional time

· Quality screens using information from parents take less time, cost between $1.50 and $19 in professional time. Office organization and commitment are essential when using these tools. 

Reimbursement

· The Center for Medicaid and Medicare guaranteed reimbursement for the 96110 and 96111 procedure code unbundled from the well visit

· Only standardized and validated screens qualify for reimbursement

· The Denver-II is not a validated screen

· States are required to implement the CMS policy by December 2004

· HMOs are expected to follow suit

· Denied claims should be appealed

· The AAP has an office on billing and coding (Lwalsh@aap.org) and encourages providers to alert them if appeals are denied

Better Alternatives

· There are validated and standardized parent report screens that parents can generally complete on their own thus saving substantial professional time

· Measures include the Ages and Stages Questionnaire and Parents’ Evaluation of Developmental Status, the Pediatric Symptoms Checklist, etc.

· Information on both can be found at the AAP’s website on screening: www.dbpeds.org
· A second-stage screen, the Modified Checklist of Autism in Toddlers is recommended by the American Academy of Neurology and can be download at www.firstsigns.org
· Several screens for older children can also be downloaded at www.pedstest.com
Services

· There are numerous free but high quality services for helping children and families: 

· To find services for children 3 and older, see www.nectac.org or call the public schools department of special education
· For more information on autism and other disabilities, wall charts on critical milestones, information handouts for families, implementation assisstantce, etc. See www.firstsigns.org and www.dbpeds.org
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